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Motorcycles-Only

Campgrounds West

By Fred Veator

In order to have a successful motorcy-
cle-only campground it’s been said you must
have three things. Location, location, loca-
tion, O.K. I know that’s only one thing, but
you get the picture. A lot has been written
and said about the motorcycle-only camp-
grounds located in the mountains of the
southeast. T've stayed at them all and they all
have great roads around the areas they are
located. This summer when Helen and I
decided to head west, we planned to stay in
as many motorcycle-only campground as we
could.

Leaving middle Georgia it was a good
day’s ride (400 miles) to our first stop in Stur-
gis, Mississippi. Other than the big bike rally
in the middle of August, there’s not much
going on in Sturgis the rest of the year. But,
it is the home of Bench Mark Works| known
throughout the BMW world as the place for
parts, repair and restoration of pre-1970
BMW motorcycles. Craig and Elaine
Vechorik have converted a former sewing
factory into a state-of-the-art repair shop and
also have a small museum with lots of inter-
esting stuff. A large shaded area behind the
shop made for nice place to set up our tent,

Taking off our rain gear in Mississippi.

Entrance to Bench Mark Works Sturgis,
Mississippi.

next to the graveyard. Because Craig and
Elaine live at the shop someone is usually
there after hours to make all brands wel-
come. Not being many mountain roads or
big cities nearby the volume of campers is
small, but we couldn’t have had a nicer spot
for our first night on the road. The next day,
after coffee with Craig and Elaine, we
packed our gear and rode across the Missis-
sippi River into Louisiana.

Valhalla Motorcycle Campground is just
off Dutchtown Road near Homer, Louisiana.
{(www.valhalla-mc.com] Only 300 miles
from Bench Mark Works we had time to stop
in the town of Gibsland, Louisiana. This is
the town Bonnie and Clyde made their last
shopping trip to (should have gone to Wal-
Mart) before their meeting with the law.
Once again there are no great mountain
roads around Valhalla campground for the
sport bike crowd. The three guys that run
the place couldn’t have been nicer and made
us feel welcome. Some of the local riders
rode out from town to sit around the camp-
fire and swap riding stories of trips taken in
the past. The next morning we packed up
and headed due north into Arkansas. We
rode just over 300 miles mostly on Highway

continued on page 6
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Club Events...

The calender is current as of the day of publication, but new
events are being scheduled all the time. Please check the

website at www.bmwmoga.org to see the latest information.

November 7th — Club Meeting

At High Falls State Park. This meeting will start at
10:00 a.m. This meeting is in Group Shelter #1. This is
our annual election for Officers to the Board. Possibly a
shrimp boil to follow. From Atlanta take 1-75 south to
exit 198. Follow the signs to the Park. Approximately 2
miles from I-75.

Sunday, November 14th — Following the
Locomotive Lil’ General Vintage Ride

The Vintage Group ride will follow the first half of this
historic train chase. Ride is approximately 60 miles and
will begin in historic Marietta and end in old town
Adairsville. Our vintage ride will be leaving from Mariet-
ta’s historic Glover Park at exactly 9:00 a.m. Sunday
morning. The park is located at the intersection of
Church St. and Whitlock Ave. in Marietta. The square is
the starting point of the Civil War’s famous train chase,
where on 4/12/1862 a group of 24 Union soldiers
attempted to steal the Little General Locomotive and
help force the loss of Chattanooga.

For those interested in breakfast prior to departing,
there is a restaurant, Le Peep Grill of Marietta Square, 70
S. Park Square NE, Marietta, GA 30060, 770-426-5161,
that opens at 8:00 a.m. We will depart from right outside
this restaurant. Please be prepared with tanks full and
bladders empty. It is from this spot the Union Raiders
boarded the train to begin their adventure.

From the square we will travel west on Whitlock Ave
to Winn St.; turn right onto Winn St.; right onto Stewart
Ave and then left onto Kennesaw Ave. Kennesaw Ave.
follows the railroad track northwest towards Kennesaw.
We will follow the path the old steam engine did 142
years ago. Kennesaw Ave. ends and we will turn left
onto Old 41, right by the entrance to Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield Park. Old 41 turns into Rt 293.
As we enter the town of Kennesaw we will turn right
onto Cherokee St., go over the RR tracks and pull into
the Southern Museum of the Civil War and Locomotive
History parking lot.

It is here that at 6:00 a.m., while the rest of the pas-
sengers and crew were eating breakfast in the nearby
Lacy Hotel that the 24 spies jumped back on board.
They detached the engine and 3 freight cars, and an
engineer in the group opened the throttle and off they
went with a loud squeal of metal. The train’s original
conductor, engineer and a train foreman took off in pur-
suit — running down the tracks on foot!

We will quickly retrace our ride back over the RR
tracks and take a quick right onto Main Street and then
an immediate right onto Moon Station Road. When we
get to a light (Citgo on the right), we will turn right onto

Jiles Road, go over a small bridge over the RR tracks and
then take an immediate left onto Baker Road. It was
along Moon Station that the plot almost fell apart. The
raiders had forgotten to open the damper on the firebox
and the train came to halt only a mile up the tracks from
the station. They got it opened, and cut the telegraph
lines to make sure word of their mission did not make it
ahead of them. In close pursuit came the 3 train officials.
Here they were able to get a track crew to turn over a
platform rail car. Not a pump handle model; this one
had to be poled or pushed along. Luckily for them, the
grade was mostly downhill from here.

We will follow Baker Road until we get to a traffic
light at Hickory Grove Rd. W., where we turn left. Hick-
ory Grove eventually becomes Southside Drive, with the
tracks running alongside us on the left. As we reach the
town of Acworth, at a stop sign we will turn left on
Lemon Street, go over the tracks and take an immediate
right onto Main Street. Main Street becomes Old 41/293
again as we leave town. As we go over the tip of Lake
Allatoona, we will turn right onto Sandtown Road (look
for the placard commemorating the chase!) We will pass
under 75 at this point. (If we hit Paw Paws store on left
we just missed our turn!) Remember there was no Lake
Allatoona back then. It was near here that the raiders
used a crow bar to dislodge a rail to stop the pursuers.
Those pursuers did indeed crash the pole car when they
got to the sabotage. But the car was so light, they just
carried it and placed it back on the track and the chase
was back on!

We will follow Sandtown Rd. north and then turn
slightly to the left as it becomes Old Allatoona Rd. (Not
Alltoona Pass!). Road becomes Emerson Allatoona and
we will pass under 75 again, then 41 and Old Allatoona
will merge into 293 — Atlanta Rd. Follow it to the north
(right) as we pass under 41. We are at the 30 mile mark
of our ride.

We will follow 293 over the Etowah River, into and
through Cartersville. It was here that the Union Soldiers
made their greatest mistake. As they passed through the
station, there was another engine, the Yonah, preparing
to enter the line. They went by without disabling the
engine, thinking it would head south and block their
pursuers. Instead, after over 15 miles of poling, Fuller,
Cain and Murphy arrived and commandeered the
engine. Now they were under way!

We will follow 293 all the way to the town of
Kingston. As we get to Kingston we will go left, at a big
white sign announcing Historic Kingston, onto E Rail-
road Street. This street does not have a street sign, so go
left at the sign, the RR tracks will be running alongside
on the left. We will follow this into the old part of town
and turn left as we see the white arches marking the old
RR station, turning left to go over the RR tracks on Park
Street. Here we stop for a moment at the sign with the
information about the chase we are on!
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Club Events, continued... Other Motorcycle Events...

At this time Kingston was an important switchyard. Tt
was one of a few places with multiple tracks where
trains could pass one another. As the General made it
here, their way was blocked by multiple southbound
trains — all trying to get away from the Union army by
Chattanooga. They were ordered to pull onto a siding
(still there as we look today) while traffic cleared. They
had to wait for over an hour — while explaining to sta-
tion personnel why they did not have the # of cars that
were expected. Their story — it was a special run with
ammo for the confederate forces of Gen. Beauregard.

Eventually they pulled out, only 4 minutes ahead of
the Yonah. Fuller and company were also blocked, but
they ran through the rail yard and commandeered anoth-
er engine, the William Smith. Now both trains were run-
ning towards Adairsville at a flat out 60 mph.

We leave Kingston by retracing our route back over
the RR tracks, down Cochran St and left onto Howard
Street/293. We go over the bridge and take a quick right
onto Hall Station Road.

The Union raiders stopped along here to cut the tele-
graph lines and pry up another section of rail. But the
job was slow and by the time they moved, they could
hear the William Smith coming up the line. The confed-
erates saw the missing rail just in time to avoid a cata-
strophic wreck — but they could not “lift” this engine! So
up the rail tracks they ran, for 3 miles, until they flagged
down another south bound train — the Texas.

Explaining the situation, they got the conductor of the
Texas, Pete Bracken, to put the train in reverse and
going backwards, took up the chase again.

The Texas and the General both stopped quickly at
the Adairsville station and this is where we will also stop
to end our ride.

When Hall Station Rd. ends we will go right onto 140,
go over bridge spanning the RR tracks and then take
immediate right onto 1st street on right — old Highway
41/Main Street — heading south into Historic Adairsville.
In a couple of miles we will pull in to the right at the
Adairsville Inn. Ride into the public square and stop by
the granite marker with information about the chase and
the naming of Adairsville. Now circle back to the Inn.
We are at about the 60 mile mark for our ride.

We have lunch reservations at this wonderful Inn. We
will eat a nice lunch and split off from here. We are
close to Highway 41 for those heading back to Marietta;
140 for those heading east back to North Fulton, Gwin-
nett, etc.; and for those from the North part of the state,
you can take 140 to 411 north to 53 east.

December Club Meeting

Simply Southern Restaurant in Freehome, GA. This
meeting will start at 10:00 a.m. Located on GA HWY 20
near the intersection on HWY 20 and HWY 372 between
Cumming and Canton.

November 6th — Annual Blue Moon/BMWMO-
GA Swap Meet

The Southeast’s largest BMW Swap Meet, held at Blue
Moon Cycle in Norcross, GA (just north of Atlanta). Sell
or swap all your excess BMW treasures...motorcycles (pre
1980), parts, accessories, memorabilia. No charge to sell
or attend. Complimentary food and refreshments, door
prizes. Vendors please arrive at 9:00 a.m. Free camping
nearby (must RSVP to Blue Moon Cycle] 770-447-0085 if
camping).

November 7th — Blue Moon Cycle|7th Annual
Georgia Vintage Ride

Meet at Blue Moon at 9:00 a.m. All makes and models
of motorcycles welcome 1973 and earlier. Meet at Blue
Moon Cycle; ride departs at 9:00 a.m. We plan to ride
down to the BMWMOGA Club meeting if possible, but
given that this is a vintage ride, there's no guarantee we’ll
get there on time! Blue Moon Cycle, 752 W. Peachtree
Street, Norcross, GA 30071, 770-447-0085, x20.

o gr_ugurr_gprrT_upwrT_wpms s
Yy oy Yy iy

1

AN

i i i, i i

)

)

COUNTRYWIDE

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE
SPECIALISTS
REPRESENTING
DAIRYLAND « AMERICAN MODERN
PROGRESSIVE « FOREMOST

ONE CALL GIVES A COMPARISON
BETWEEN THE FOUR MAJOR
MOTORCYCLE COMPANIES

770-432-0709

2171 OLD CONCORD ROAD, SUITE 203
SMYRNA, GEORGIA 30080
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German Master | | Club Elections

Please review the following biography of the can-
I eCh I nc. didate for the office of Ride Captain in the BMWMOGA.
)} A ballot is included later in this issue so that if you are

) ) unable to attend the November club meeting and vote
Your alternative SOMI’C@fOI’ service and in person, your vote can still be counted.

repair on BMW motorcycles.

For Ride Captain

Trained and certified technicians - u
« Familiar with 2 and 3 wheels V'nce Eugenlo

Convenient location in NE corner of
greater Atlanta area

Motorcycle: 1999 K1200RS Yellow Checker

I am looking forward to the opportunity of giving back
We are also fu”y equipped to service to the club by hOpCfUHY serving as the 2005 Ride Captain. I
your European car such as Audi, BMW, have been on riding two wheels on and off for the last 35
years. My very first bike was a homebuilt model consisting
of a Schwinn Stingray bicycle and a recycled (read: found in

Mercedes, Volkswagen and others

: : the trash) Briggs and Stratton 3.5 hp lawn mower engine

5870 Atlanta H Ighway. (H Ighway 9) stuck to the side of the bike’s frame. I did lots of dirt riding
Alpharetta, Georgia 30004 and raced motocross quite extensively on a series of CZs
through high school and into my early college career. My

678'366'61 45 first ride on a real street bike was on my best friend’s
Kawasaki Z1. It was quite a surprise when I glanced down

[www.germanmastertech.comj at the speedo and realized I was going over 100 mph trying

to merge into traffic on the Long Island Expressway!

I took a number of years off from riding as I was rais-
ing a family and then got back into bikes again in 1995.
Between then and now, I have owned eight bikes, with five

ERW cOmpui'Q rg of those being BMWs. I really began to rack up the mileage

around three years ago when I began to have more time for
Computer Training & Technical Support riding, and now average around 10K per year, hoping to do
even more in the near future.

I have been married to my very understanding and

patient wife Jeanne for 17 years, with three children ranging

E"en R' We".er in age from 15 to almost 12. T am a professional educator
with 8.5 years of teaching high school shop, and 15 years in
1020 Compass Pt. Chase Phone: 678.319.0483 corporate training. I am currently the Chief Learning Officer
Alpharetta, GA 30005 Cellular: 818.634.3235 for Randstad North America, and Global eLearning Head for
Randstad Holding. I bring deep process, communications,
and organizational skills that will be valuable to the club as
Ride Captain. In this role, I would:
e Actively engage the membership in contributing to rides

and building great processes

e Use web based technology above and beyond the club
At!ﬂntﬂ Mﬂi‘ﬂf‘ﬂ_‘}' ﬂfe Sﬂhﬂﬂ!ﬁ web site to manage rides
Professional, Persomalized Lessons

e Bring improved process to how rides are planned, sub-
mitted, and lead

e Develop a ride leaders document so folks will know
what it takes to plan and lead a ride

e Ensure that safety is a part of every ride

e Have at least one planned club ride per month, as
appropriate
Thanks for your consideration. If elected, I look forward

to serving you as Ride Captain.

Ballot on page 8
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f tlant
4th Quarter Sale

All of the 2004’s need to go now!!
Come in, Take a ride, and let’s deal

Cash Sale Price

(and then you can finance this price at low
BMWES rates if you like)
2004 R115RT’s - $13,800
2004 R1150RS’s - $13, 400
2004 K1200GT's - $14,990
4 2004 K1200RS's - $13,490

Special Finance Plan Bikes at 0.9%,

no down payment
2004 R1100S - 0.9% up to 60 months and BMW
makes the first 3 payments
2004 R1150R & RA - 0.9% up to 60 months and
BMW makes the first 3 payments
2004 R1150R & RA Rocksters - Same Deal!

BMW MOtOTCVClES Special Finance Plan Bikes at 3.9% and cash

discounts at time of sale

Whatever the destination, start at

Of Atla nta 2004 R1200C - 3.9% up to 60 months with no down
payment - $750 discount
The Southeast’s premiere 2004 R1200 Montauk - Same Deal
P . 2004 R1200CLC - Same Deal
BMW dealership. 2005 K1200LT - (all models and options) 3.9% and
. $400 discount
* Service department has one of less than 2005 F650CSA - 3.9% and $250 discount
40 Master Technicians in the entire USA 2005 F650 GSA and Dakar — 3.9% and $250 Discount
* One of only 40 BMW Retail Apparel i .
stores nationwide Our Service Department survived the
- The largest selection of new models in summer crush and we are now able to take
the area your bike in with short notice. Please give
« Family-owned business dedicated to Bill or Paul a call today.

taking care of our customers

Come on in for a demo ride - great deals available!

BMW Motorcycles of Atlanta

Hours: 9 - 6 Tuesday through Friday, 9 - 5 Saturday
Closed on Mondays
1750 Cobb Parkway SE - Marietta, GA 30060
770.984.9844 - 866.984.9844 - bmwma@bellsouth.net
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Motorcycles-Only Campgrounds West

continued from page 1
7 all the way to the top of Arkansas to
the town of Berryville.

Iron Horse Stables on highway 62
[(www .ironhorsestables.com) is a com-
bination motel and campground. Being
the 4th of July all the rooms were taken,
which was O.K. with us as we came to
camp. Besides us, a couple from Alaska
also on a BMW were the only ones
camping under the trees behind the
motel. The motel was once a mom and
pop motel until a couple of years ago.

Downtown White Cloud, Kansas, pop.
241 (Lewis and Clark trail).

The current owners have fixed it up to
look like a small western town, and
done a good job. You can eat at the
restaurant, get a tattoo, or if you really
feel wild, the owner is a retired judge
and will marry you, all without leaving
the motel area. We decided to take a
rest day and ride some of the roads in
the area. Branson, Missouri is only 40
miles away and if you take the long
way, it's a pretty ride. Taking another
side loop on the way back, we stopped
in the town of Eureka Springs,
Arkansas and made like tourists as we
looked over the famous pools of hot
springs. We arrived back at the Iron-
horse Stables in time for the lighting of
the nightly campfire. It doesn’t matter
what brand motorcycle you ride,
there’s always some good stories to be
shared around the nightly campfire.
The next morning we struck the
tent and loaded up to continue west.
We had run out of motorcycle-only
campgrounds and from here west it
would be unknown camping at the
end of the day’s ride. We would miss

Helen takes aim with homemade sling-
shot, at bird who pooped on new tent.

the feeling of knowing that at the end
of the day we would be camping with
people who knew what it was like to
spend the day riding in the heat, rain,
cold and dodging cars. We would miss
the nightly campfire stories that people
in motor homes can’t relate to. We
would miss always being welcome no
matter what brand you rode in on.
That’s three reasons to stay at a motor-
cycle-only  campground. Location?
Maybe, but it really doesn’t matter.

___Tired of the Heat? Too Much Traffic?

Talk with a Realtor® Who Rides in the North Georgia,

Western North Carolina & Tennessee Mountains

* Deal’s Gap & Cherahola Skyway

* Richard Russell Scenic Highway

* GA Route 60 & T.W.O. Resort

» Endless paved & Dual-Sport roads
» Hiking, fishing & golf...and more!

Norma Wiles, REALTOR®

Member MLS

Majestic Mountain & Lakes Properties, Inc.
Representing Greenbriar Homes, Inc.

Young Harris Highway, Blairsville GA 30512

877.869.3275 or 706.379.1269 Office
706.835.1260 Home / 706.835.7318 Cell

Vacation Cabins
Residences
Acreage

New Construction

Member
BMWMOG.

norma@rogerwiles.com *[www.majesticmountainproperties.com|
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BLUE MOON
CYCLE

bluemooncycle.com
770-447-6945
Norcross, GA

SERVICE YOU CAN CounT ON

Staffed by knowledgeable motorcycle enthusiasts, our service
department is here to meet all of your BMW needs. Our goal is
to provide you with nothing less than the best possible service.
Call our service advisor Bob Hartrim today to schedule your
next service — meet our service team while w e're offeringa free

wash and detail with ser vice!

| 15% OFF |
! GERBING ELECTRIC WARE |
E Blue Moon Cycle Accessories E
: 770-447-6945, x16 :

cycleaccessories@bluemooncycle.com

Must present coupon at time of purchase. One coupon per customer. Expires 11/30/04

$49 oil change
(Includes
Oil, Filter & Labor)

Blue Moon Cycle Accessories

770-447-6945, x16

cycleaccessories@bluemooncycle.com

15% OFF
Gloves

Blue Moon Cycle Accessories

770-447-6945, x16

cycleaccessories@bluemooncycle.com

Must present coupon at time of purchase.
One coupon per customer. Expires 11/30/04

Must present coupon at time of purchase.
One coupon per customer. Expires 11/30/04

Check our monthly specials
on new BMW motorcycles at
bluemooncycle.com!

%52 WEST PEACHTREE STREET
Norcross, GA 30071
770-4.4"7-6945 + [WWW.BLUEMOONCYCLE.COM|
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S-t-r-e-t-c-h Out!

On those long BMW trips - with

The Talou Bracket for Oilheads

d

Only $49.95 + S&H

installs in minwtes using existng bolts

Powdemoal inish malches your engine
Fil= all Qilheads

Low, sleek profile

Allows Tor offsef of cylinders

Hawks Products |nternational

Call 770777-4184
or visit hawksproducts.com)

L] L. L]

Two Wheela Only Motorcycls Rssort

Serving the Touring Motorcyclist Since 1982
Camping & Lodging In the Blue Eldge Mountains

Cpen Aprl 15, 2001, Serving meals 7 days awesk.

3580 State Hwy 60, at State Hwy 180
F.0. Pox &9 Suches Georgla 50572
-706-747-5151
[WWW. TWOWHEELSONLY.COM|

OFFICIAL BALLOT for the BMW
MOTORCYCLES OWNERS OF
GEORGIA ELECTION
NOVEMBER 7, 2004

CLUB OFFICERS:

President: Jackie Flood
or (write in)

Vice President: Jeff Anderson
or (write in)

Secretary: Keith Anderson
or (write in)

Treasurer: Norma Wiles
or (write in)

Ride Captain: Vince Eugenio
or (write in)

Rate your favorite as #1 and least favorite as #7

Towns County Sheriff’s
empty stocking fund
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation

BMW MOA Foundation

Susan Komen Foundation
for Breast Cancer Research

Georgia Council on Child Abuse
AMA Legislative Support Fund

RiderToRider.com
(assists “downed” riders)

Please mail completed ballot by November 7 to:
BMW Motorcycle Owners of Georgia
P. O. Box 1089
Smyrna, GA 30081-1089
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“‘L“ET H"‘-ﬂ

-
f.‘-,..qL R _ﬁ_n
"Your Internet Cycle Shop”
Manufacturers of "Want it FAST?
The ORIGINAY Order ONLINE!"

He ﬂ et Patents Pending
SUNBLOCKER

S5 1-888-337-4786¢ il
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www.ascycles.com
The A&S BMW wehsite. Over 6500 BMW motorcycle accessories,
riders wear and lifestyle products on-line...all the time.

BMW Accessory Plug
. Adapter - Perfect
: for charging your
cell phone on the
road. $25.92

Digital Tire pressure

Air Compressor, ., Gauge- $25.95

Mini, Powered by
Accessory Outlet-
$19.95

Footpeg & Mounts - Fits
all R850, R1100, R1150. Price
for one pair is $159.95

License plate frame - with two
LED bars. Must use license plate
hardware kit for LED license plate
frames. Available in black or chrome.
$99.95

Oversized
Brake Pedal
K1200RS, .
R1100RS, Angled Tire Valve Stem - Handle Bar Set Backs
R1100RT, Makes checking tire pressure R1100RT, R1150RT, R850 &
RL150RT, * much easier. $9.92 1100R- Sold in pairs with new
R1150RS, R850 Cool Max Helmet Liner- stainless steel cap screws. $69.95
EILIC0R, Keeps your helmet clean. $14.95 ;
$59.95 : )

j Sheepskin Seat Cover - .'I;

Motolight Black Powder |t a4 insulating. $59.95

. Coated Fork

Mount Light -
Comes with
everything

needed to install

Helmet Gaurdian
Helmet Lock-
$49.95

and operate.

$310.95

Sideways Funnel -
Great for filling
'E%: transmission and final drives. $9.95

Map Pouch for Tank Top from RAD
R1100RT & R1150T - Provides visible
spot to secure your map. Has a small pocket
for items.  $99.95

. Wee Willy
8- B visor Cleaner 5

b System - $16.95

|
) Magnetic Oil Drain Windshield Top m"a'::a}foi‘nggg;l
Easy Park from Plug from RAD all Add-on Deflector - to use §89 95 A
RAD- Perfect if your BMWs, please specify $89.95 . :

bike needs to take up model -
as little space in the $14.95 Helmet Speakers - Great
garage as sound and compact size. $39.95
possible.

s | BMW Magnetic . |

700 bs. Map Pocket for All

$229.95 Steel Tanks - $69.95
\Y TORCYCLES Huge inventory of used BMW

[ www.ascycles.com| It's About the Ride. motorcycle parts available, please call
1125 ORLANDO AVENUE, ROSEVILLE, GALIFORNIA 95661 (916) 726-1334 Toll-Free 1-800-689-0893 FAN (916) 726-3563
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SmarTire Tire Tips — Article Two

By John Bolegoh, Technical Services
Manager, SmarTire Systems Inc.

The Problem with
Under-inflation

In the last article, we looked at
the effects of tire pressure on motor-
cycle safety and performance. In this
installment, we'll dig a little deeper on the performance side
of things and look at some of the consequences on riding on
under-inflated (and over-inflated) tires.

Riding on Under-Inflated Tires

Riding on under-inflated tires is extremely dangerous
with a number of serious (or even fatal!) consequences.

Too Much Heat = Trouble

Under-inflation causes excessive flexing of the sidewall
which results in heat build-up in the tire. Heat is the number
one enemy of tires. Higher temperatures expose the body of
the tire to greater damage from normal road impacts, cause
accelerated tread wear and can cause hidden interior separa-
tions that can result in premature tire failure.

Riding on under-inflated tires for prolonged periods
greatly increases the chance of suffering a blow out. And as
any rider knows, a blowout can cause a total loss of control
and result in a serious accident.

Resistance to Road Hazards - Pothole Alert

Under-inflation lowers a tire’s ability to handle various
road hazards. For example, hitting a pothole with an under-
inflated tire can cause the tire to buckle over the rim flange,
causing extensive internal tire damage and eventual failure.
In some cases, hitting a pothole with an under-inflated tire
will instantly cause the tire to rupture.

Hydroplaning - Slip Sliding Away

Low tire pressure reduces the speed at which a tire main-
tains full contact with a water covered road. This situation is
commonly referred to as hydroplaning and is one of the
main hazards of riding on wet roads. The reason that an
under-inflated tire hydroplanes is that the larger footprint
area results in a lower ground contact pressure reducing the
tire’s ability to push the water away from the contact area.
Motorcycle tires are designed to provide their optimal wet
weather traction when they are proper inflated.

Adverse Handling - I Didn’t Want To Do That!

Riding on under-inflated tires can significantly affect the
handling of a motorcycle. A bike that feels stable while rid-
ing in a straight line may react unpredictably when cornering
with an under-inflated tire.

As a general rule, cornering with an under-inflated rear
tire will cause the bike to over-steer (turn more sharply than
anticipated), whereas cornering with an under-inflated front
tire will cause the bike to under-steer (turn less sharply than
anticipated). Fither situation is extremely dangerous for a
rider not expecting this change in handling.

As soon as you feel your bike handling a little strangely,
it's a very good idea to stop and check the tire pressures.
Even though the tire may not look like it has lost air (today’s
stiff sidewalls often don’t show much deflection) make sure
to check with a good quality gauge. If you were using an
active tire pressure monitoring system, you would have
received a low pressure warning and would have pulled over
to check out the situation.

Reduced Tire Life & Increased Fuel

Consumption - Ouch!

Riding on under-inflated tires can dramatically shorten
the life of a tire. 20% under-inflation can reduce tire life by
up to one third. For some bikes, this can mean tire life drop-
ping from 10,000 miles to 7,000 miles. As well, a motorcycle
running on under-inflated tires consumes more fuel and
increases the level of exhaust emissions that are released into
the atmosphere.

All Tires Lose Air - Naturally

It is important to realize that air loss occurs naturally
through the sidewall of virtually every tire, regardless of
brand, price, or quality. This air pressure loss can be between
2-4 psi (0.14 - 0.27 bar) per month. Because the loss happens
gradually over time, it often goes unnoticed until the tire
becomes dangerously low.

Since most riders check their tire pressures infrequently,
this normal loss of air can have disastrous consequences. If
a tire loses more than 2 psi per month, the tire, valve or
wheel may be damaged so make sure to take your bike in to
a service center for a complete tire and wheel inspection.

Tire Over-Inflation - Too Much of a Good
Thing

Riding on over-inflated tires can also be dangerous.
Over-inflated tires reduce riding comfort and stability, and
are more susceptible to cuts, punctures or damage by a sud-
den impact. Over-inflation can also result in uneven tire wear
and a reduction of a tire’s contact area with the road, result-
ing in reduced grip while cornering.

I'm Going To Tell You One More Time

At the very least, invest in a good quality tire pressure
gauge and check your tires before every ride (make sure
your tires are cold when you check them). Or better yet,
install an active tire pressure monitoring system. Motorcycle
tires only work properly when they are inflated properly -
just a few PSI (or kilopascals) can make a huge difference.

Send Us Your Flat Tire Stories! If you have an interesting
story related to a tire problem while riding, we’d love to hear
it. Send us your best flat tire story, and I'll compile them into
document for future distribution. If we publish it, we’ll send
you a SmarTire gift and we’ll put your name in a draw for a
free SmarTire for Motorcycles, Active Tire Pressure Monitor-
ing System. Send your stories to: tiretips@smartire.com.

In the next installment, we’ll look at the importance of
tire pressure in relation to load.
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Good Stuff to Buy and Sell...

FOR SALE: BMW Motorcycles

1994 K75, deep red , 42k, just serviced at Atlanta BMW,
new battery, soft saddle bags, tank bag and windshield.
Excellent looking and running condition. $3900 OBO.
Contact Greg at 404-307-4147. (11/04)

1995 R1100R, red. Less than 30K, Staintube tweaked to
run w/o baffle, Corbin Seat w/backrest, tube bar adapter
w/ K1100RS bar, heated grips, ABS, Parabellum Scout color
matched fairing with dark racing screen, Light Buddies,
Arai Quantum E Graphics helmet to match, new front,
good rear tires, service manual, maintained every 5k,
records, excellant condition, original seat and pipes.
$5250.00. Contact Jim Andrews: 404-297-1026 days, 770-
736-1748, evenings. Pictures available at request to jan-
drews@malloryandevans.com. (10/04)

FOR SALE: Merchandise

2003 Kendon Stand-Up Big Bike Transport. Dual rail
trailer with utility box. Less than 1000 miles! Lists new for
$2,199.00. Utility box $249.95. East coast freight charge
$200 to $350. Will sell for $2,200.00. Serious inquiries
please e-mail Andrew for pictures at akfisher@comcast.net.
(11/04)

RT Cee Bailey windshield, Euro cut #2 plus 4 inches,
light gray tint, like new $100, RT comfort seat, like new,
$75. Contact Doug at 706/754-1629 or
dlongerbone@alltel.net. (11/04)

Hydraulic motorcycle lift, $75; Ortlieb dry bags, $75;
large Eclipse tank bag, $45; small Eclipse tank bag,
$25; Chase Harper black cordura saddle bags, $50.
Contact Jim Andrews: 404-297-1026 days, 770-736-1748,
evenings. (10/04)

Lidloc BMW Helmet Holder. $16.00 Firm. Brand new
with box. Fits systems cases on R11xx & K12RS/GT. Con-
tact Jim at 404-406-3019. (9/04)

Case liners by Kathy’s for top & side cases, $115.00.
R100/R1150RT, R1100/1150RS. Great shape! Contact Jim at
404-400-3019. (9/04)

Sargent Seat R1150RT Black with M-Sport Tri Color,
$525.00. Great shape, like new. Purchased new less than 1

year ago. Contact Jim at 404-406-3019. (9/04)
WANTED

I'm looking to add the following BestRest products to my
R1100GS. First, I'd like to pickup a Solo or Dual ToolPlate.
I need to carry more junk, I mean stuff. I would also like
to add a CargoRest, allowing for more rear luggage area.
Name your price. Contact Jim Gurney:
jgurneyl@yahoo.com or 678.557.8765. (10/04)

Used Clymer Manual for K75 Bike and a used wind-
shield and mounts for a 1994 K75. Contact Greg: 404-
307-4147. (9/04)

Classified Ads

Advertising for motorcycles and related equipment is
accepted from BMWMOGA members free of charge.
Ads run for four months unless cancelled earlier, and
may be repeated. Please send your ad copy to
editor@bmwmoga.org.

Summer Butt Results

By Ian Schmeisser

OK... after multiple calls for finishing mileage, I've come
to conclude that we are not the world’s most organized rid-
ers when it comes to mileage contests.

Oh well, T have it on good authority that many of us
*did* ride this summer.... and here are the results:

James Cook... reported his finishing miles, but not his
beginning miles. I do know that he rode *at least* 700 miles
over Labor Day weekend (and did not get arrested on the
BRP).

Jim Gurney cranked out 5798 miles... you think he coul-
da ridden around the block a few times and made it an even
5800.

Ellen Welter, F650 rider extraordinaire, did Jim nearly
1,000 miles better and laid down 6,726 miles. For a first year
rider, that’s pretty darned impressive!

Ellen’s compadre Howard Meiseles changed bikes in
mid-stream and wore out at least the majority, if not all of a
rear tire on his new K12RS... riding 7,113 miles.

Buster Moldenhauer tallied a not-to-be-ashamed-of
7,297 miles, which puts him up there with the pit bulls,
about halfway to the big dogs. And everyone here knows
better than to count the Buttster-man out for the year-long
contest, especially since he is known to go to the sea at least
once a year to haul the shrimp home for the November club
meeting.

Mr. Doug Martin could probably be considered Mr.
Average in our contest, with 3,413 miles.

Steve Smith rolled up a paltry 2,500. He is no doubt
recovering from his most excellent stint last year as Ride
Captain.

Robert “Bunny” Munday scampered 5,129 miles in
between various Hooters around the eastern half of the
country. He gets extra points for sending me some most
excellent pictures... that were most definitely *not* pictures
of hot wings.

Charlie Brooks, (aka Mr. Kick Ian’s butt in the GA400)

continued on page 12
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From the BUWMOGA's online message

From The Line [/}

[ ——— :9)
e —
Another great motorcycle day is in

the books. I left my house at 08:30 and rode up to the Lit-
tle River Canyon in Alabama. This canyon is a beautiful
National Preserve (www.nps.gov/liri) which offers spectac-
ular views from various overlooks. Wes McCann suggested
the road next to the canyon (AL176) as a bonus location for
Georgia 400. After identifying a bonus at this road, I went
back on AL county roads into Georgia and found a nice
bonus location at Georgia 100. If you ever have to travel
north to south in west Georgia, you should try this road. It
is a nice alternative to US27. I was running a tad late and
had to travel fast in order to attend the club meeting.
After the meeting, I met Greg Roberts and his wife Deb-
bie and had dinner with them in Pine Mountain. When I
arrived back home, I realized that I had travelled almost 400
miles today. This is not lot by the standards of many club
members, but I identified two GA400 bonuses, attended a
club meeting and had dinner along the way. Needless to say
that I also had a lot of fun.
Wolfgang
N I I I S S S S S e .
Wow, what can you say??? You really got to go and ride
Europe to believe it. The roads are so old and right for
motos! As usual, I brought the snow with me to Italia. My
friends are planning a ski-trip to the mountains the next
time they hear 'm coming over. So it was slow getting start-
ed. I finally got the old GS up and running after 3 years!!
New clutch tires,battery,etc. I was lucky the carbs weren’t all
crapped out. I imagine not everyone will agree, but the GS
is THE bike to ride over there. The roads are almost always
messed up, and always curvy. I love the freedom of explor-
ing after the pavement ends. And most Italians are good

Yeah Ttaly is great. T highly recommend going. T'll be
going back ASAP. I'm not letting that bike sit again. If T can
help anybody out with travel plans, let me know. As soon
as I get my bike barn over there I'll start offering tours! But
for now there’s plenty grand places to see here too. just got
back from Charleston - lovely. Take care and ride a bunch!

James Cook
The Artie Ball Swing Band
www.artieball.com

Summer Butt Results

continued from page 11

managed a scholarly 8,356 miles. Not bad.

Greg Roberts managed to roll up 4,344... maybe not
enough for Iron Butt status, but definitely qualifies for a
Brass Ass.

Larry Woodall, with 3,294 miles, put nearly *7 times*
more miles on his Kawasaki Sherpa than he did on his
R1100RT. What's up with that???

Which leaves us with the winner of the first, and
more likely than not, last Summer Butt mileage contest,
our own Skert, Ms. Carol Youorski, who blasted her big
K12 around the country to the tune of 12,987 miles. Not
too shabby, girl!

So... that's it. Congratulations, Skert... this at least
qualifies you for a free beer at the banquet this year.

LY
¢ —. .. THE MORE YOU KNOW
§ W i THE BETTER IT GETS
. Bapa .

sports about helping you out of their olive groves up on the For The Molcrcycie Rider Course Mearest You Cab Toll Free
Tuscan hills when you find your enduro tire a bit lack- B0-245-4410
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